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T he 1982 Indiana M anual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(IM UTCD) is intended to be used as a guide with regard to the recom 
m ended design and suggested usage of traffic control devices. W hen
used as a guide it allows the engineer to use his discretion and engineer
ing judgm ent in the placem ent of traffic signs based on existing field
conditions.
T here are several m ajor changes which have been incorporated to
give the 1982 edition this new latitude. One of these is the definition of
the terms “Shall”, “Should”, and “May”. “Shall” has been m odified
with the term “N orm ally” to m ean a norm ally m andatory practice in 
stead of one which is strictly m andatory. “Should” has also been
m odified with the term “N orm ally” to m ean a norm ally advised or
recom m ended practice instead of one which is strictly advised or
recom m ended. T he definition of “May” rem ains as a permissive p rac
tice.
All references to the design of signs and their support systems have
been removed from this edition of the m anual. Since the m anual is
prom ulgated into law, it was not considered to be advisable to incor
porate design measures in the m anual since these may change based on
the current state of the art. All references to the num ber of posts to be
utilized in m ounting signs as well as the type of posts to be used have
been elim inated. All sheet signs previously used a 90 m ph wind loading
for design calculations in the determ ination of post sizes. Based on the
average life expectancy of sheet signs it was determ ined that the 90
m ph criteria was too excessive. W e therefore are intending to utilize a
60 m ph wind loading for the design of sheet sign support systems. It is
our intention to m ake this change effective July 1, 1982.
All references to the thickness of sign backing m aterial to be u til
ized for sheet signs as well as the recom m ended spacing for hole punch
ing have been removed. T he thickness of sign backing m aterial and
their application may be found in the “Indiana State Highway Stan
dard Specifications—1978”. T he fabrication and punching details of
sheet signs may be found in the FHW A publication “Standard
Highway Signs—1979”. T he “Indiana Supplem ental Signs” are not in 
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eluded in this publication. T he fabrication and publication details for
these signs will be m ade available upon request to the Division of T raf
fic, Indiana D epartm ent of Highways.
T he vertical and lateral clearance of signs rem ains in the m anual
with only one change. On freeways and expressways the lateral
clearance of sheet signs from the edge of a paved or stabilized shoulder
has been changed from 2 ft to 6 ft. This change was incorporated as a
cost savings m easure to help elim inate the m aintenance replacem ent of
sheet signs dam aged by vehicles using the shoulder.
This edition of the m anual has incorporated a num ber of new
sheet signs. The Chevron A lignm ent Sign (W l-8) is used to supplem ent
standard delineation and as an alternate or supplem ent to the Large
Arrow Sign (W 1-6, W 1-7). In light of the popularity of carpooling
and the use of high occupancy vehicles, new signs have been incor
porated for preferential lane usage (R3-10 thru R3-15), park and ride
facilities (D4-2), and car pool inform ation signage (DI2-2). Criteria for
the posting of Tourist Inform ation Centers and Radio Inform ation
signage has also been incorporated. T he use of symbol signs is m ore
heavily em phasized in this edition to forw ard the application of inter
national signing principles. An attem pt has also been m ade to prom ote
the utilization of sign spreading and positive guidance concepts. In
order to prom ote uniform ity, the Indiana m anual has adopted the
federal sign num bering system as well as the new sections on railroad
highway grade crossings and bicycle facilities.
In summ ary, the 1982 edition of the IM UTCD is intended to be
used as a guide regarding the placem ent of traffic control devices.
W hen used in this m anner, in conjunction with sound engineering
judgm ent, it provides the traffic engineer with flexibility in the place
m ent of traffic signs based on existing field conditions.
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